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MARITIME COMMUNITY DAY SUCCESS big ships, small boats

In excess of 3,000 people visited 
Port Kembla’s Outer Harbour for 
the recent “Maritime Community 
Day”.

Incorporating the official 
opening of the new “Port 
Kembla Maritime Centre”, 
the day allowed visitors 
to view the new facility 
as well as learn more 
about the maritime history, 
heritage and environmental 
achievements of the area.

Located adjacent to the 
eastern breakwater, the 
Maritime Centre brings 
together various marine 
related organisations 
under one roof in a new, 
environmentally sustainable 
building. As well as providing 

the headquarters for the Port 
Corporation, the building also 
houses NSW Maritime, NSW 
Water Police, and Australian 
Quarantine & Inspection Service.

Along with the ceremony to 
officially open the facility, other 
activities on the day included; 
display stands showcasing local 
“marine based” organisations, 
giveaways and prizes with the 
maritime “passport trail”, activities 
& entertainment including jumping 
castles, walking tours of Heritage 
Park, free entry to the Breakwater 
Battery Military Museum along with 
food & refreshment stalls.

A highlight of the day was the 
opportunity for the public to not 
only view, but take a special 
guided tour of the Police vessel 
Nemesis.

PKPC CEO Dom Figliomeni said 
the day wouldn’t 
have been such a 
success without the 
assistance of various 
local community 
organisations. 

“We pay special 
thanks to the efforts 
and contributions 
made by the 
Port Kembla Surf 
Lifesaving Club, the 
Mission to Seafarers, 
the Wollongong 
City SES, St John’s 
Ambulance and 
Corrimal Rotary 
Club.”

Safety information for 
recreational boat users 
sailing in proximity 
to trading vessels.
 
Big Ships, small boats - 
Responsible boating in working 
ports

The port of Port Kembla is a 
commercial working harbour 
and popular waterway for small 
recreational vessels however it is 
important that recreational vessels 
stay well clear of commercial 
vessels.   

There are different types of 
trading vessels visiting the port 
such as bulk carriers, container 
ships, car carriers and oil tankers. 
These large vessels need safe 
unobstructed access to the port. 

Knowing your responsibilities 
when you are close to trading 
vessels is essential to being safe 
on the water. Understanding the 
channels in busy harbours and 
ports will allow you to take the 
right course of action when you 
are near a large vessel.  

All skippers and masters must be 
familiar with the NSW Navigation 
(Collision) Regulations 1983. 
The regulations contain further 
information regarding your 
responsibilities on the water near 
trading vessels. 

(For further details see www.
maritime.nsw.gov.au)

Simple steps to avoid a 
Maritime Incident with A 
trading vessel

•  �always keep a lookout for 
trading vessels  

•  �determine if the vessel is 
moving towards you or away 
from you  

•  �always keep a safe distance 
away from a large vessel - at 
least 60 metres 

•  �act early so you can move away 
from these trading vessels and 
also make sure that they can 
clearly understand what you are 
doing  

•  �always have your navigation lights 
on at night so other vessels can 
clearly see you  

•  �familiarise yourself with the 
commercial shipping channels 
and do not anchor/fish or 
position your craft in a 
shipping channel 

•  �stay clear of the channels at all 
times 

•  �be aware of areas of interaction 
(pressure and suction) in close 
vicinity of trading vessels and 
keep clear. The pressure zones 
are on the bow and at the stern, 
the midships area will have a 
tendency to draw vessels together 
particularly at higher speeds  

•  �be aware of wakes of trading 
vessels, particularly when the 
large vessel is in relatively 
shallow water and moving at 
speed.  

Why can’t trading vessels  
move out of the way?

The following applies to trading 
vessels when in the port: 

•  �they have little room to stop, turn 
or alter course within channels 
their movements will be restricted 
because of their size, witdth of 
channel and draft.  

•  �most times they will not be able to 
deviate.  

•  �a trading vessel can take up to 
two nautical miles to stop or 
alter its course. 

Visibility and line of sight

Visibility and line of sight are 
important factors which play a key 
role in avoiding collisions on the 
water with trading vessels. 

From your position on the water you 
may have a clear view of the trading 
vessel. You may also assume that 
those on the trading vessel must 
also have a clear view of you.

Under federal Maritime Security 
Regulations, you must maintain a 
distance of 60 metres from vessels 
at berth or 30 metres from a berth/
wharf when no ship is alongside. 


